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Introduction

IRESS ViewPoint is a professional trading platform that you will use throughout the C4K Student 

Challenge to place trades, research securities and manage your investment portfolio.

We’ve customized ViewPoint to accommodate many of the functions you’ll need to successfully manage 

your portfolio throughout the challenge. Within this user guide you will become familiar with several key 

features of ViewPoint that are sure to aid in your portfolio management success, starting Day 1. Following 

your initial login you’ll notice three primary worksheets (these are seen in the upper left-hand corner). 

These worksheets may be accessed simply by clicking on the tab for the worksheet you wish to view.  

Each worksheet is designed for a specific purpose, as outlined below. 

• Overview and analysis of portfolio

• Historical trades

• Overview of entire market

• Summary of market movers

• Focused research on selected stocks

• Charting analysis

Portfolio Summary Market Summary Stock Summary
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Market Summary Tab
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Market Summary Widgets
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• The watchlist is a powerful market data tool that allows you to display multiple live quotes on various 

securities, indices and currencies. 

• In the Market Summary view, we have loaded the predefined “/.X60” watchlist. This watchlist is a table of 

quotes for the 60 largest TSX stocks.

• Simply by reading the top row, you will immediately 

be able to see Stock Symbols, Description of 

Company and Last prices of a particular stock. 

Further details can be found by maximizing widgets 

(this is done by clicking the expansion button in the 

upper right-hand corner). 

Watchlist
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Widgets Expanded

Any ViewPoint widget can be expanded for a more detailed view. 
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• The Market Map can be thought of as a heat-map whereby the colour represents the extent to which 

a particular stock price has moved. In addition, these stocks are categorized into sectors.

• An area that shows a greener colour intensity is indicative of greater positive movement; an area that 

shows a redder colour intensity is indicative of greater negative movement. 

• The market map is a great tool for getting a quick overview of what sectors are driving market activity. 

On the Market Summary tab, you will see a Market Map for the TSX as a default. 

Market Map
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• The News widget is used to display headlines from various news sources. By default, you will see all 

news headlines available from various news sources. The News widget will display both headlines

and news stories. Headlines are short statements that are fully displayed in the news widgets, 

whereas news stories are actually linked to a full news article. Headlines can be identified with stars. 

News
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• One of the most powerful features in ViewPoint is the comprehensive Chart widget. Fundamentally, 

this widget can be used to display the price movement of a security over a specified time period. You 

can, however, change the chart type, add technical indicators and overlay multiple securities. 

• Details on the full functionality of the Chart widget can be found in the ViewPoint Help Centre.

Chart
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• For those new to ViewPoint (that’s you), you’ll find the Help Centre to be a highly beneficial tool. This 

tool can be found by accessing the drop-down menu in the upper right-hand corner of any ViewPoint 

screen. The Help Centre contains extensive documentation on all widgets and features native to 

ViewPoint. 

Help Centre
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Help Centre – Ex. Chart  

The “Charts” sub-category has information on all indicators, drawing tools, and other chart features!
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• The stock summary tab is designed to allow you to conduct targeted research on a stock selection or 

grouping of your choosing. This tab contains many of the widgets discussed in the Market Summary 

Tab. 

Stock Summary Tab



iress.com 16

Stock Summary Tab 
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• In the next slide, we will show you how to save a 

custom list of securities within the Watchlist 

widget (i.e. your personal Watchlist). But before 

we do this, you’ll need to understand IRESS’ 

ticker symbology. 

• There is a search bar located in the upper left-

hand corner of many widgets. Use this search 

bar to enter the ticker symbol that you wish to 

examine. 

• The format for IRESS ticker symbols are as 

follows:

[Ticker Symbol].[Exchange Code]

Stock Naming Convention

Here are some examples:

• FB.NAS (Facebook stock listed on NASDAQ)

• XOM.NYS (Exxon Mobil listed on NYSE)

• G.TSX (Goldcorp listed on TSX)
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• Suppose you didn’t know the ticker for a certain company, or weren’t sure of what exchange that 

stock was listed on. The search feature includes smart guessing functionality. How it works is this: 

start typing the company name (or first few letters of the ticker), and a drop down will appear with all 

possible options, based on your initial entry. See examples below:

Security Guessing
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• Now that we know how to search up stocks, creating a personalized watchlist simple. The first step is 

to start with a blank watchlist. When you click on the watchlist widget, some more buttons will appear 

in the top-right corner. 

Custom Watchlist

• The next step is to start adding your preferred securities to the list. Select them and hit Enter. 
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• Once you’ve populated your Watchlist with the desired stocks, you should then save the watchlist. You’ll 

be prompted to give your Watchlist a name. For example: I called mine “C4K_WINNER”

Custom Watchlist

• Note that “$C4K_WINNER” is now listed at the top of your Watchlist. 

This is actually the naming convention for custom watchlist. Given 

that you can make more than one custom Watchlist, you can pull up 

any of your lists at any given time by clicking the Search bar and 

simply typing in “$”, followed by the name. In addition, typing in “$” 

will drop-down a list of all of your custom Watchlists. 

• You can find built-in watchlists (like /.X60 in the Market Summary 

tab) by typing in “/.” in the search bar, and then selecting from the 

drop-down.
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• Broadcasting is a convenient way to populate all of your widgets with one stock by clicking on the 

stock symbol. We’ve already set up the Stock Summary tab to allow for broadcasting across all 

widgets. Below is the Stock Summary tab with no pre-populated widgets, other than our 

$C4K_WINNING Watchlist. 

Broadcasting
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Broadcasting
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• The Quote Widget is a simple widget designed to 

display Bid/Ask prices and %change for a single 

stock at a glance. 

• The Security Info widget displays further details 

about a stock, such as company name, Market 

Cap, Sector, Earnings per Share and more. 

Other Widgets Explained
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Portfolio Summary Tab
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Portfolio Summary
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Portfolio Summary Widgets
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• There are a number of ways in which to place a trade in ViewPoint. The most common way would be 

to use the BUY and SELL buttons found in the top right corner of every worksheet. 

Placing Trades

• Clicking on either BUY or SELL will prompt the Order Pad to appear. The first time you place a trade, 

you will need to select your trading account from the drop-down menu (there should only be one 

option).

• Next, search for the stock that you wish to trade. 

• Finally, specify either how many shares you want to trade or the equivalent dollar value of your trade.
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Placing Trades
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• As you will trading in a simulated environment for this competition, the order to Order Type will be fixed 

at MKT and Lifetime will be fixed at DAY. Essentially, any trade you make will automatically execute 

successfully, provided that you have enough funds or shares to sell. 

• Ex. Buy 10 shares of Google

Placing Trades

Note: Once you have clicked Place Order in the 

Order Pad, a prompt will appear that will require 

you to confirm the order.
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• Below are a few other ways to quickly place a trade in ViewPoint. 

Placing Trades
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• Once you’ve placed several trades and have created your portfolio of holdings, the Portfolio widget will 

allow you to view and manage your positions. This widget provides a live valuation on a list of securities 

based on their current market value, the purchase price and the number of shares held. 

Portfolio Widget
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• Clicking on the middle button at the upper portion of the Portfolio widget will bring up a List View of 

your Portfolio. This view provides a row-by-row breakdown of your holdings, as well as an overall 

portfolio summary.  

Portfolio List View
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• The trade widget acts as an audit trail, allowing you to see historical details on all trades that you’ve 

made. You can search for trades either by date or a particular security. 

Trades Widget
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Students, ready yourselves

for an unparalleled virtual

trading environment. 


